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The Abstract 


Robert Frost poems “The Road not Taken” and “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening” it deals with WWI corruption 
that lead to the modernism shown in the two poems. 
Through this paper, it indicated the feature and the 
emotional state of a modern man. Modernism featured the 
hesitation and the uncertainty, and the sense of lost that 
occurred to the modern man. Through Robert Frost poems, 
there is a witness of the modern man emotional situation, 
with quotation to approve in the throughout the research 
paper indication the individualism aspect upon the 
beginning of the twentieth century. 
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|. Introduction: 


Robert Frost, an American poet, who wrote “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening” upon the conclusion of WWI 
and the “Road not Taken” in a very sensitive time in the 
stormy winds before WWI. After the horrific events of WWI 
affected the world, people’s illusion was destroyed that 
“acting virtuously brought about good”. The modern people 
lost their connection with history, while their experiences 
starts to be filled with alienation, Loss and Despair. Robert 
Frost brough an example of a modern man through his 
hesitation and uncertainty, the question of life meaning and 
the individualism in a modern world. 


’ 


Il. Modernism in “Stopping by Wood's on a Snowy Evening”: 
This poem was written after the end of WWI, and Frost had 
to leave England where he lived for a short time and went 
back to the United States. His poem showed how poet find 
themselves in a clash on the place of the individual in the 
world, and the lack meaning of God Existence. 


The speaker of the poem was hesitating to answer and filled 
with despair with this question. 


a. Hesitation in “Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy 
Evening”: 
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The speaker was enchanted by the nature offer of 
meditation and solitude “Lovely, Dark and deep” and the 
obligation of his social responsibilities “but | have promises 
to keep”. The answer of his hesitation is a following the 
social responsibilities, implying that you can’t run away from 
it, even if it was against your desires and will. The first sign 
of hesitation is in the speaker’s question in the beginning of 
the poem “whose woods these are | think | know” he is 
doubting, he might know who had the woods. The beginning 


of the hesitation from the simple question indicated the 
possibility that the speaker was always in this uncertain 
situation around the world. 


Another symbol referring to the hesitation of the setting of 
the poem, the speaker is in the forest between the two 
destinations, also in another description “ between the 
woods and the frozen lake” , “ in the darkest evening of the 
year” apparently in winter. The line above refers to the 
choices the speaker may choose from, the woods as the real- 
world possibilities and the frozen lake as the eternal world of 
solitude, which also can refer to death. Although the speaker 
chose to go in his way to the “ promises he will keep” , he 
have a deep desire to stay in the “ lovely, dark and deep” 
woods that resembles solitude, but he is unable to go for it, 
hoping in the last two lines. He repeated “ and miles to go 
before | sleep” twice to show the differences in the both 
sleep, the first one can be related to the physical sleeping 
when he chose to follow the path of the physical road, the 
other one can refer to the eternal solitude of death. 


Ill. Meaningless in the natural world in “Stopping by the 
Wood on a Snowy Evening”: In relation to the part before, 
Meaningless is apart from the poem since the situation at 
that time where the lacked meaning or God. Questions like 
Self-situation in the natural world. The setting in the 
beginning of the poem, in winter, cold and dark reflects how 
unwelcoming is the real world, and this where the speaker 
finds it difficult to put himself in and not follow the dark 
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woods. The speaker questioned about who owns the woods 
in the forest, and confirm that the owner in the village house 
won't see , therefore he can’t control the peoples who are 


passing by his own wood, this reflects how human are weak 
and their domination in the world is misguided. 


The speakers lines “the only other sounds sweep/ of easy 
wind and downy flake” concluding with “lovely, dark and 
deep” reflect the speakers feeling on this neutral place, 
where he refer solitude or death upon the physical worlds 
conflict. Also, the word usage in these lines show the world’s 
freedom through “sweep” and how he perceives the image 
of the woods differently, when he recognizes its position 
through both worlds. The speaker is exhausted “upon the 
usage of the word sleep” and the woods gives him a comfort 
place to rest in this conflict, to find the real meaning of 
existence. 


IV. Modernism in “The Road Not Taken”: 


Throughout this poem, Frost intended to reflect the complex 
nature of making choices in life. While different readers 
depict the meaning on how the poem encourage believing 
in others opinion, but in-depth analysis, a reader can 
understand that a person is only relevant when he became 
part of people’s story and thoughts, with no differences. 


a. The uncertainty in “The Road not Taken”: In this poem, 
the speaker is facing a choice between two paths to go. This 
expression of the path is an extended metaphor to any 
choice a person can take in his life. The most important 
thing to notice is the sitting of the place, as a “yellow wood” 
apparently in autumn that can refer to a turning point ina 
person life, including the speaker himself. The modern 
themes includes the sorrow and the doubt of life choices, 
just like the speaker when he was “ sorry he couldn’t travel 
both” because he is the only one who can handle the wight 
of his own decisions, and 


Aldagher 4 


unfortunately he can’t comfort this hesitation with travelling 
the both ways, it is “ clear thar every choice involves a loss 
of opportunity and that choices are painful because they 
mut be made with incomplete information” (Bergman,2). 
The speaker is trying to be careful in his choices by “looking 
down the road as far as | could” but there is no use from this 
because itisa 


“curved” path. The speaker chose the path less traveled, but 
he knew that he is not sure which path was the less traveled. 
He is in sorrow upon his choice, he will never be able to go 
through the other path, just like the life choices people 
make during the turning point in their life, because these 
small decision can change someone’s path dramatically. 
“somewhere ages and ages hence” 


the speaker is imagining future, thinking back to his past 
choices, the one he took “ made all the differences” but no 
one can understand if this difference was good and bad, 
whether it was on the poem or on the speaker life. 


b. Individualism in “The Road not Taken”: The speaker in the 
poem is choosing between two paths, one is less traveled, 
implying the untraditional choices of life and the other is 
well traveled path meaning the conventional choices of life, 
the speaker in the end is choosing one that” made all the 
difference” in the less traveled path, that possibly reflect the 
speakers worth’s individualism over social standards. It is 
clear in the speaker’s observation in the two paths, he 
looked positively to the road with less travelers, while in 
general people prefer safe options and go with the path that 
has more signs of travelers walk. He described the path as 
grassy, since it has the less travelers sign and wanted wear 
as if it was attracting the speaker to go through it. The way 


the speaker views the uncomforting grassy path as a 
positive one , implies that “popularity , lacks of grass that 
made the second path seem 
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attractive “(Bergan,3) at the end his” choice made all the 
difference” confirming that making the choice , and try to 
take the path less traveled might lead you to unexpected 
Surprises. 


V. Conclusion: 


The modern man is lost most of his life, and Robert Frost 
reflected that perfectly through imitating the emotional 
aspect of a modern man, sense of lost, despair and 
uncertainty. That also reflected the historical background 
after the WWI and the loss of faith and meaning all depicted 
in these two poems. 
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